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STAFF SUMMARY 
 
Public Review of First Three Vision Statements 
The goals and objectives of the first three wildlife area management plans (Ken Denman, 
Elkhorn and Phillip W. Schneider Wildlife Areas) were adopted by the Fish and Wildlife 
Commission in October 2006. Following Commission guidance given at this hearing, a 
draft vision statement was developed for each plan.  Due to the importance of garnering 
public input and support, the Department developed an abbreviated public review 
process.  
 
All responses received from those contacted to review the Ken Denman, Elkhorn and 
Phillip W. Schneider Wildlife Area draft vision statements were favorable. As a result of 
this review, no changes were made to the draft vision statements. 
 
The following are the final draft vision statements: 
 
Ken Denman Wildlife Area:  
Fish and wildlife habitats including grasslands, vernal pools and oak woodlands 
historically found in the Rogue Valley are clearly visible, biologically healthy and 
available for the enjoyment of present and future generations. 
 
Elkhorn Wildlife Area:  
Big game damage to adjacent agricultural lands has been substantially reduced through 
enhancing available habitat, while sustaining plant and animal species diversity, for the 
enjoyment of present and future generations.  
 
Phillip W. Schneider Wildlife Area:  
Quality mule deer winter range is enhanced, while balancing the needs of other key fish 
and wildlife species, and is available for the enjoyment of present and future generations.  
 
Current Draft Management Plans 
 
Background  
The Department has initiated a review and update of its 12 wildlife area long range 
management plans originally developed in 1993.   The review and revision of the first 
three wildlife area (Ken Denman, Elkhorn, and Phillip W. Schneider) management plans 
was completed with the Fish and Wildlife Commission’s adoption of the goals and 
objectives section of each plan in October 2006.  
 
Purpose of management plans 
Wildlife area management plans will be designed to guide management activities for the 
next 10 years.  The intent of all wildlife area management plans will be to: 

• Provide clear direction and continuity for the management of each wildlife area 
over the next 10 years; 

• Communicate the Department’s management priorities for each wildlife area to 
neighbors, visitors, and public; 



• Ensure that management programs are consistent with the original mandate and 
purpose of the area; 

• Ensure that management of each wildlife area is consistent with Federal, State, 
and local laws and regulations; and 

• Provide justification for each wildlife area’s staffing, operations, maintenance, 
and capital improvements needs.  

 
Wildlife area management plans will offer a comprehensive vision and action plan for the 
next 10 years.  The plans will describe management issues unique to each wildlife area, 
as well as actions or strategies to address these issues.  These actions will be implemented 
during the life of the plan; subject to funding and personnel availability. Each 
management plan will be reviewed in 2012 to gauge implementation progress and will be 
revised in their entirety beginning in 2017. 
 
Changes from previous review process 
Using the 1993 plans as a foundation, Department staff is developing new draft plans.  
These plans will consider current management issues while adhering to the original intent 
of the wildlife area.  Local stakeholder groups have been informed of the planning 
process and invited to comment on draft plans at locally-held public meetings and during 
the public review period.   
 
Process to date  
The Department is continuing the process of reviewing and revising its 12 existing 
wildlife area management plans. The first three plans on the schedule have been 
completed. The next three draft plans will be presented to the Commission in January 
2007. This will be followed by a public review process through March 2007. Public 
comments received before March 16 will be incorporated into final draft plans to be 
presented to the Commission for potential adoption on April 13, 2007. Comments 
received between March 17 and April 12 will be presented to the Commission as 
amendments to the final draft plans at the April 13 Commission hearing.  
 
The Wenaha, Fern Ridge and Jewell Meadows Wildlife Area Draft Management Plans 
are attached (Attachments 3, 4 and 5).  
 
Proposed Timeline 
The following is the tentative timeline for review of the second three wildlife area 
management plans: 

• January 12 - Presentation of draft plans in a briefing to the Commission  
• January 12 - Public review process begins  
• Mid- February - Two public meetings per wildlife area conducted at local venues  
• March 1 - Incorporate public comments into final drafts  
• March 2 - April 12 - Incorporate public comments received during this time into 

final draft plan amendments 
• April 13 - Potential adoption by Commission action  
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